Capillary electrophoretic detection in apolipoprotein E genotyping.
We describe the application of capillary electrophoresis to detect DNA fragments, obtained after amplifying a part of the apolipoprotein E (apoE) gene with polymerase chain reaction (PCR). Compared to conventional agarose slab gel electrophoresis (AGE), CE appears the method of choice with regard to resolution and sensitivity, to detect DNA fragments in the range of 20-100 base pairs. Especially discrimination between apoE2/E2 and apoE2/E3 genotypes is more reliable with CE than with AGE, this being of great clinical value in the diagnosis of familiary dysbetalipoproteinemia.